
News & Events  | People & Offices  | Maps & Directions  | Jobs  | theheart

ENGAGE WITH A CHANGING WORLD

 

Blogs

Home  About  Admissions  Academics  Student Life  News  For Parents  For Alumni  Athletics

Menu

Subscribe 
Life at Earlham Home
More Earlham Blogs

Posts By
Daniel Vargas Cambronero
Elsa Haag
Evan Fackler
Hallie Cranos
Jeffrey Holiday
Mandi Rice
Mark Blackmon
Miriam Dolnick
Piper Lewis
Sara Lepkoff
Simon Levine
Spencer Smith

Tensions Rising

Posted September 30, 2010 by Spencer Smith

Editor’s Note:

One of the great things about college campuses is that they are a place to begin to explore actions and

ideas, often for the first time, as an adult. Willingness to question authority and to push the envelope and

to think about societal mores and values are all associated with the inquisitiveness of young people,

especially at a place like Earlham where personal truth seeking is actively encouraged. A part of that

truth seeking is working through problems, actively seeking ways to solve them and working with

others to build a consensus to change what needs to be changed. 

Another part is taking personal responsibility for one’s thoughts and actions.

Part of the job description for “Life at Earlham” bloggers reads, “Complaints likely will not be published.

Criticisms accompanied by well-reasoned, thoughtful suggestions for change might.” I decided that I

wanted to publish Spencer’s post because I thought it was a well-crafted piece and because, ultimately,

what he is really seeking is a conversation — a dialogue — a way for everyone to coalesce to be educated

about the rules and regulations that govern living in this intentional community. Conversations are

important; they lead to an increased understanding on all sides of all issues. This is one of the ways in

which we educate ourselves. This is, as I believe Spencer recognizes, a “teachable moment.”

Do I believe that there is some truth in his laments? Sure. Do I believe that Constitutional rights have

been violated? Most assuredly not. Do I think we, as a community, need to communicate more often and

more effectively? Yep.

I’m reminded of the Quaker George Fox’s 1656 “Exhortation to Friends” from Launceston Prison. “Be

patterns,” he wrote, “be examples, in all countries, places, islands, nations, wherever you come; that

your carriage and life may preach among all sorts of people, and to them; then you will come to walk

cheerfully over the world, answering that of God in every one.”

By speaking out, by being a pattern and an example, Spencer is embracing all that he has been — and is

being — taught. By using his Earlham College education to attempt to solve a problem that vexes him,

ultimately he is making an excellent place better. Isn’t that what we want all Earlhamites to do?

-Mark Blackmon

Director of Media Relations

Posted September 30, 2010 by Spencer Smith

Every time I’m out on the Heart, with a group of people at meal exchange, or simply walking with someone to my next class, the same conversation
gets brought up at one point or another:  Earlham’s recent actions enforcing the alcohol policy. It is starting to get out of hand, and I, personally,
have lost a lot of respect for this institution. I was in a house next door to Casa Hispana when an AD came with security to disperse the party. I
looked out the window and watched as several hundred students shuffled across 40 and decided to set up camp across the road, having no idea
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